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At the heart of this ‘Literary Life’ are fresh interpretations of Keats’s most loved poems, alongside other neglected 
but rich poems. The readings are placed in the context of his letters to family and friends, his medical training, 
radical politics of the time, his love for Fanny Brawne, his coterie of literary figures and his tragic early death.

‘A great strength of this impressive biography is the way it 
accompanies Keats’s life narrative with critical and inter-
pretative passages on the poetry - there is much in these 
pages that will provoke thought for students and more ex-
perienced Keatsians..’

Professor Nicholas Roe, 
University of St. Andrews, UK 

‘...makes significant contributions at the most advanced lev-
el of research and, at the other end of the scale, would be 
an excellent introduction for college undergraduates and 
general readers... a fine piece of research and writing...’ -

Jack Stillinger, 
New Books Online 

‘The book, a most welcome addition to the literature on 
John Keats, is certain to draw a wide and appreciative audi-
ence.’ 

Peter Otto, 
Australian Book Review 

‘R.S. White has written a focused, concise and perceptive 

biography of John Keats for Palgrave Macmillan’s Literary 

Lives, which will stand readers of the poetry in good stead 

for years to come…’

Duncan Wu, 

Times Higher Education

‘Elegantly written and expertly crafted, R. S. White’s John 

Keats: A Literary Life aims to redress just this kind of im-

balance between biography and critical commentary, not 

only managing to synthesise the most innovative current 

criticism on Keats’s life and work in less than 300 pages, 

but also establishing a fresh set of contexts with which to 

read them.’ 

Porscha Fermanis

British Association for Romantic Studies


